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Forum 'Europe’s Creative Regions and Cities'
Brussels, 20/21 April 2009
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“It is in Europe's vibrant regions and cities where you will find creative and innovative talents flourishing, The 2009 European Year of Creativity and Innovation is the chance for the Committee of the Regions and its members to showcase innovative European projects and to welcome young creative minds from regions and cities. We need to fuel our creativity and foster a spirit of individual enterprise within the EU."
Luc Van den Brande - President of the Committee of the Regions


"Both creativity and the capacity to innovate are key human qualities – they are inherent to all of us, and we make use of them in many situations and places, whether knowingly or not. With this European Year, I would like to see that the citizens of Europe understand better that by promoting human talents and the human capacity to innovate, we can actively shape Europe for the better, to help it fully develop its potential, both economically and socially."
Ján Figel’ - European Commissioner responsible for Education, Training, Culture and Youth

In the context of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009, the Committee of the Regions and the European Commission are jointly a two-day forum, on 20 and 21 April 2009,. to showcase the creativity of Europe’s regions and cities and to demonstrate the importance of creativity and innovation for economic development. The event has two broad aims: First, to create a platform for exchanging best practices among those regions, cities and experts who have expertise in promoting creative industries and innovative approaches in different areas. Second, to bring together 100 young creative talents - artists, architects, designers, film directors, internet experts - from all over Europe who have contributed to the development of the local economy, for example by setting up their own businesses.
More information: www.cor.europa.eu/creativityforum
Draft Programme
The preliminary programme below will be updated as soon as further information is available:

Monday, 20 April 2009

9:30-10:00
Welcome Addresses

· Luc Van den Brande, President of the Committee of the Regions (tbc),

· Odile Quintin, European Commission Director General  for Education, Training, Culture  and and Youth (tbc)
· A representative of the EDUC Commission of the Committee of the Regions
10:00-12:30

 “What makes regions and cities creative?”

Keynote Speeches 

· Dr Lisa de Propris, University of Birmingham, UK: “Can public authorities create creativity?"
· Jacques Séguéla, publicist, Vice-President of Group Havas, France (tbc), "Creativity and political communication"

Panel Debate

Moderated by Jackie Davis, Communication Director, the European Policy Centre, Brussels (tbc)

Keynote speakers and representatives from five European regions, cities or projects supporting creative industries and innovation.

12:30-14:00
Lunch buffet

14:00-17:00

“Creative Villages”

Networking among the 100 creative talents in five villages on (1) Arts and Culture; (2) Science, Research and Innovation; (3) Media, Information and Communication Technologies; (4) Urban Development and Urban Creativity; (5) Social Innovations 

16:00: Commissioner Jan Figel meeting with young talents + press point.

17:00 : Commissioner Figel and young talents joining the Bureau meeting of the Committee of the Regions

19:00-22:30
Forum Reception

Social event in the Halles St. Gery, including live music etc. 

Tuesday, 21 April 2009
09:00-12:30

Discovering Creative Belgium – Flanders, Wallonia, Brussels: Guided bus tour to projects in Brussels supporting artists and creative industries followed by a panel debate.

· First stop: P.A.R.T.S. The Performing Arts Research and Training Studios (P.A.R.T.S.) were launched in September 1995. The school is a joint initiative of the dance company Rosas and the Belgian National Opera De Munt / La Monnaie. Its director is the choreographer Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, who designed the artistic and pedagogical curriculum. She has been nominated by the European Commission as Ambassador of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation. 
· Second stop: ACB factory. The “Audiovisual and Creative Business Factory” will be soon opened in a former industrial building close to Brussels south station. In an area of 14,000 m², the aim is to support start-ups and synergies among small media and other enterprises.

· Third stop: "Atelier de Tanneurs". In the centre of Brussels, a former wine trading house has been turned into a meeting place and incubator for business start-ups. The tours end here and the participants will be invited to follow a 

· Last stop: Panel debate. Between 11:00 and 12.30, a debate among representatives from Belgian public authorities from Brussels, Flanders and Wallonia on their approaches and experiences in supporting creative industries, innovation and regional development will be moderated by a journalist.
12:30-13:30  

Lunch buffet in the "Atelier de Tanneurs".
15:00-17:00 
Plenary Session of the Committee of the Regions: 2 hour discussion on creativity 


Film report 
to outline the outcomes of the forum (short videos showing the opening, presentations from the regions, exhibition of best practice, creativity classes and networking between the young talents) 


Key-note speakers: 
Jan Fabre, architect, artist, town planner (tbc), 
Edi Rama, Mayor of Tirana (artist background, changed Tirana)

Speeches: 
A representative of the European Commission, Gerd Harms (rapporteur of an opinion of the Committee of the Regions on creativity), Greg Clark, international expert and reviewer on issues related to cities and regions, Chairman of the OECD Forum of cities and regions, one young talent, one Ambassador of the Year of Creativity (followed by a discussion with the representatives of the political groups). 
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