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Tuesday, October 20
	10.00 – 11.00
	Registration 
(exhibition center “Exhibition center “Perm Fair””)

	11.00 – 13.00
	Opening ceremony 
First plenary session 
(exhibition center “Perm Fair”, Pavilion )
Greetings by
· O.A. Chirkunov, Governor of Perm Krai (5 min.)
· G.A. Rapota, Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the Privolzhsky Federal District (on political stability in regions, 5 min.)
Speeches: 
· Head of a federal executive body: (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Regional Development, Ministry of Industry and Trade (cross-cultural relations, 20 min.)
· G.Stahl, Secretary General of EC Committee of Regions (The Regions of Russia and Europe: New Possibilities for Cooperation. 20 min.)
· A.Klimov, Deputy Chairman of the Committee on International Affairs of the State Duma of the Fedral Assembly of the Russian Federation (Information Openness and Cooperation among Regions of Europe and Russia. 20 min.)
· F.Schauff, CEO of the Association of European Businesses in Russia (European Businesses in Russia: the Consequences of the Financial and Economic Crisis. 20 min.)
· Y.Utkin, Deputy Chairman of the Government of Perm Krai (Principles and Models of Investment Attractiveness of Regions. 20 min.)

	13.00 – 14.30
	Lunch
(Big Ben restaurant, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)

	14.30 – 16.15
	Panel Discussion 1. Small and Middle-Sized Businesses as the Basis of Regional Sustainable Development. 
(Room 1, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 
· The crucial role of regions in creating a business-friendly environment for small and middle-sized companies. What is the role of small and middle-sized businesses in the development of different sectors of economy?
· What should municipal and regional SME development programs in Russia and Europe concentrate on?
· How can we set up monitoring and feedback schemes of crisis-time support measures for small and middle-sized business on international, regional and municipal levels? 
· How can we stimulate demand for the products and services provided by small and middle-sized businesses on Russian and international markets? 


	14.30 – 16.15
	Panel Discussion 2. Role of the Region in Building an Innovative Model of Economy Development

(Room 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· Creating and developing an innovation infrastructure: major challenges and ways of tackling them;
· How can we make innovations economically effective? 

· Regions’ ‘best practices’ in large-scale innovation projects;
· How to encourage and where to search for sources of business ideas; 

· Organization and management of technology transfers.


	14.30 – 16.15
	Panel Discussion 3. Regional Capabilities in the Diversification of Fuel and Energy Balance and Creating a Predictable Tariff Policy

(Room 3,  Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· Tariff subsidies, price imbalance in the energy sphere; 

· Which comes first: economic effectiveness or risk diversification? 

· Is it expedient to hand over municipal heating and water supply facilities to private companies? Pros and cons;
· How can investments in fuel and energy complex be stimulated in economic crisis? 

· Fuel and energy market price-building mechanisms or state regulation of prices and tariffs?

· Which administrative and economic measures towards the reduction of energy consumption are effective on the regional level?


	14.30 – 16.15
	Panel discussion 4. Creating and Managing Human Resources. Regional and cross-regional aspects 

(Room 4, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 
· Education-by-order or academic mobility?
· How are public and business requirements to education changing under the influence of economic crisis?  

· Integration of science and education as a factor of regional competitiveness and sustainable development;
· How can we encourage investment into education during the crisis: opportunities and limitations;
· Transition to a new level of Russian – EU cooperation: the prospects of creating a common education space.

	16.15 – 16.45
	Coffee-break 
(pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”))

	16.45 – 18.30
	Panel discussion 5. Business Support Instruments.  The Role of Regions

(Room 1, pavilion , Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· What can regions do to encourage businesses during the financial and economic crisis? 

· What are the optimal financial instruments (tax remissions, subsidies, debt financing) to ensure stable development of businesses? 

· One stop principle for new regional investment projects: is it possible? 

· How to increase the share of small and middle-sized businesses in government and municipal orders? 

· How to make natural monopolies, state corporations and international and national network companies interested to place their orders with regional businesses?  

· Is it necessary to create subcontract exchanges on the regional and municipal levels? 
· Regional cluster policy, its challenges and prospects;
· State-private partnership: the existing mechanisms in Russia and the EU.

	16.45 – 18.30
	Panel discussion 6. Effective demographic regional policy and labour force flow regulation

(Room 2, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· Can regions run successful demographic policy? What factors need to be taken into account while developing the concept of regional demographic policy?

· Advantages and disadvantages of human resource mobility;
· How can a region regulate the migration flows of employable citizens? Do regions need their own strategy of development? What should it be like (scenario approaches)?
· What is the regional ‘best practice’ in migrant integration and tolerance development?

	16.45 – 18.30
	Panel discussion 7.  The Role of Regions in Creating and Modernizing a Unified Transport Infrastructure of Russia and Europe

(Room 3, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· Development of transport infrastructure amid the crisis: economy support scheme or misallocation of resources; 

· How can regions stimulate their large-scale transport projects? Experiences of European regions;
· Means of stimulation and financial support of the development of transport infrastructure: how high is the demand for public-private partnership?

· Is it necessary for each region to have a large logistic center? 

	16.45 – 18.30
	Panel discussion 8. Public Security. Fighting Crime, Terrorism and Corruption

(Room 4, pavilion 2 , Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· Modern approaches to crime prevention in regions: current and innovative solutions;
· How to educate the public in the culture of counter-terrorism? 

· Opportunities for inter-regional cooperation in fighting terrorism;
· Administrative transparency: the only way to reduce corruption. Regional experiences

	19.30 – 22.30
	Reception on behalf of O.A. Chirkunov, Governor of Perm Krai

(venue to be specified)l


Wednesday, October 21
	10.00 – 11.30
	Panel discussion 9. A Business-Friendly City: Reasons for Success

(Room 1, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· How can a city become business-friendly?

· The arrival of international and federal hotel and restaurant chains: inevitability or aim?
· How to improve information availability for visitors?  

	10.00 – 11.30
	Panel discussion 10. Social and Cultural Aspects of Regional Cooperation

(Room 2 , pavilion , Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· How can city brands and city cultural identity stimulate the development of inter-regional relations and tourism?

· An optimal balance between the preservation of cultural distinctiveness of ethnic minorities and the titular ethnic group: the challenges and opportunities;
· Youth sports and culture activities as the future of inter-regional diplomacy.

	10.00 – 11.30
	Panel discussion 11. Modern Information Technologies for Region and Municipal Administrations

(Room 3, pavilion , Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· European and Russian experience in creating and sharing regional data banks;
· Are we ready for ‘electronic democracy’?

	10.00 – 11.30
	Panel discussion 12. Regional Environmental Policy: from Energy Saving Technologies to Environmentally Friendly Industries  

(Room 4, pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Topics for discussion: 

· National and regional schemes for encouraging the usage of energy saving technologies;
· Opportunities for cooperation between Russia and EU countries in green investment programmes; 

· European experience in waste recycling: how can waste recycling be made economically attractive?

	11.30 – 12.00
	Coffee break 
(Pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)

	12.00 – 13.30
	Final plenary session 

(Pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)
Cooperation among Russian and EU regions: the existing mechanisms and prospective directions of development 
Topics for discussion: 

· How to find a common vector between competitiveness and solidarity among regions?  

· What are the institutional, legal and financial bases for the cooperation among Russian and EU regions:  opportunities provided by the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument;

· The ‘best practices’ of stimulating the integration of regional economies into an international system of social-economic relations.

Moderators (tentative):  Sergey Karaganov, Deputy Director of the Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of Science, Vyacheslav Nikonov, President of the Politika Foundation, Alexander Dynkin, Director of the Institute of World Economy and International Relations.
· Short presentations (3-5 min.) by the moderators of panel discussions???
· Approval of final documents???.

	13.30 – 14.00
	Press-conference

(Pavilion 2, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)

	14.00 – 15.30
	Lunch 

(Big Ben restaurant, Exhibition center “Perm Fair”)

	15.30 – 17.30
	City tour of Perm 

(Visit to the Local History Museum and the Art Gallery)

	19.00 – 22.30
	Entertainment program for the participants of the Forum 

(venue to be specified)


