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Council of 
European 
Municipalities 
and 
Regions
(CEMR)

Founded in 1951, CEMR groups national associations of Local and
Regional Governments within the geographical Europe.

• 60 national Associations of Local and Regional 
Governments 

• 41 European countries 
• 110 000 local, intermediate, and regional governments 

CEMR’s work is articulated in two pillars:

1. Influencing European policy and legislation in all areas
having an impact on municipalities and regions;

2. Providing a forum for debate and exchanges between
Local and Regional Governments via their national
representative associations.



EU Covenant 
of Mayors for 
Climate and 
Energy

Part of the

eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu 

The European Commission’s reference urban initiative, 

mobilising thousands of European municipalities 

for over 15 years to act on climate and energy, 

aligned with EU targets.



eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu

Builds a growing  
community of local - 
regional – national 
actors to plan, act, 
learn, exchange.

12,000+ 280+ 200+

20,000+ 8,500+



ENERGY POVERTY

Evolution of the Covenant of Mayors – Europe 
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eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu

Mobilising thousands of EU 

cities and towns to act 

towards climate neutrality. 

Embedded into EU policies, 
matching local and EU objectives. 

An EU-wide 
movement

Largest European 

movement of local 

governments acting on 

climate change, driving 

climate ambition for over 

15 years,  and continuing …



CoM National approach 

Supporters

Non-profit organisations/agencies

Associations

European networks

Signatories 
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The Covenant 
Commitments 
in Europe

• 55% GHG emission reduction by 

2030 & climate neutrality target

by 2050 

• Increasing resilience and 

prepare for the adverse impacts 

of climate change, 

• Tackle energy poverty as one 

key action to ensure a just 

transition. 



CoM Framework



ASSESS
BASELINES

City journey

Cities that join the CoM pledge to: 

• set targets, assess baselines and develop an action plan within 2 years following their formal signing

• monitor & report progress every 2 years following the submission of their action plan



Support for Covenant signatories



Support for Covenant signatories



Facilitated access to financing and free 
advisory support to bridge gaps in 
sustainable city projects.
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A VALUABLE RESOURCE for cities, city-led 
consortia, and investors

FOCUSED ON 
on EU cities, i.e. from small and mid-sized cities (100,000 inhab.) 

MAIN THEMATIC FOCUS 
Clean energy

Sustainable mobility

ICT solutions for climate neutrality

GET ACTIONABLE INFORMATION !
on how to become climate-neutral, sustainable and inclusive

GET FREE SUPPORT !
To identify and shape your sustainable city projects

To replicate or scale up existing sustainable city projects

FREE-OF-CHARGE TAILORED SUPPORT
Expertise delivered locally +

in your language +

according to your needs and availability 

to address your gaps (legal, technical, financial, 
governance-related)

FACILITATED ACCESS TO FUNDING AND 
FINANCING

through the Investor Network 

Pan-EU coverage 

+ all volumes of investment 

+ all topics in scope

KNOWLEDGE AND NETWORKING 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH PEERS 

with cities, technical providers, investors, and other key 
players with interest in co-developing projects in the areas 

of clean energy, sustainable mobility and ICT
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The experience of Guimarães was 
showcased at a SCM Local event and 

started to inspire other cities...

Boosting investments by Local Renewable Energy 
Communities (REC)
(PORTUGAL – 4 CoM signatory cities – Snowball effect)

Guimarães 

• GOALS: develop REC and install 50MW of PV 
power

• NEEDS ADDRESSED WITH SCM 1-to-1 Advisory 
Services: economic feasibility + financial 
structuring + prepare procurement docs 

• INVESTMENT VOLUME: about €48,3M
• EXPECTED ENERGY GENERATION: 68,5 GWh/y

Vila Real 
• GOALS: implement Collective Self Consumption 

(ACC) and install 50MW of PV power
• NEEDS ADDRESSED WITH SCM 1-to-1 Advisory 

Services: economic feasibility + prepare 
procurement docs 

• INVESTMENT VOLUME: about €0,68M
• EXPECTED ENERGY GENERATION: 1,1-5 GWh/y

Vila Real
Guimarães

Almada

Torres Novas

Torres Novas 
• GOALS: develop REC and install 1,5MW of PV 

power
• NEEDS ADDRESSED WITH SCM 1-to-1 

Advisory Services: economic-financial 
feasibility + prepare procurement docs + 
facilitated access to financing

• INVESTMENT VOLUME: €1,35M
• EXPECTED ENERGY GENERATION: 1’950 

GWh/y
• EXPECTED EMISSIONS REDUCTION: 719.6 

tCO2eq/y

Almada
• GOALS: develop REC and install 17,5MW of PV 

power
• NEEDS ADDRESSED WITH SCM 1-to-1 

Advisory Services: technical expertise, legal 
advice, procurement preparation and financial 
structuring

• INVESTMENT VOLUME: about €18,6M
• EXPECTED ENERGY GENERATION: 25,02 

GWh/y

March 2024

July 2024

September 2024

January 2025
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WHO can apply and HOW?

▪ Cities and city-led consortia from EU Member States 

▪ Businesses, SMEs, and project developers encouraged to 
contact the relevant city administration(s) to see if a 
consortium can be formed

▪ Investors

matchmaking@smartcitiesmarketplace.eu

Request application form to:

Tailored support to bring your city’s vision to life

Open call for:

•Planning support

•Assistance in developing an investment concept

•Strategies for engaging citizens and stakeholders

•EU Covenant of Mayors signatories





Hit REFRESH to

for safer, more liveable 
environments for everyone.

for more inclusive societies 
and strong social ties.

for vibrant and safe place 
to live, work and visit.

for heat-resilient spaces 
adapted to a hotter future.

Safeguarding Europe’s quality of life starts in our cities 

and towns, by building resilience locally and harnessing 

the strength of our communities.

RESTORE health 

REBUILD communities

RENEW urban design

REVIVE local economies



Keeping it fresh with 
green spaces, 

shaded corridors and 
water features.

Promoting heat-
resilient infrastructure 
and urban planning.

Working together to 
support the most 

vulnerable.

Leading with 
proactive policies, 

widespread 
awareness and 

warning systems. 

Hit REFRESH with



Get Inspired to REFRESH your city!

City of Botkyrka - Sweden



Get Inspired to REFRESH your city!

City of Marseille - France

Key words



Get Inspired to REFRESH your city!

Explore our map

To dive into stories from our 
pioneer cities and discover 
other signatories’ actions!

Meet us at an EVENT or WORKSHOP

Explore our REFRESH KIT
To find helpful resources 

To learn from experts and other cities

Check out 
our online agenda



Thanks for your attention!

Liepaja – 23 April 2025

Elisa Decourcelle, Project officer on Climate and Energy 

elisa.decourcelle@ccre-cemr.org
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